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Atomic Vision 


At last there has appeared a conception of the 
future control and development of atomic energy 
of a breadth and constructiveness to match the tre- 
mendous nature of the challenge of the explosion 
at Hiroshima. Issued by the Department of State, 
not as a statement of policy, but as a basis of informed 
public discussion, the so-called Acheson Report should 
become familiar to everyone, for its effect on our 
future will be great. Perhaps already it has had its 
effect. A week after it was published, the McMahon 
Senate Committee on Atomic Energy has revised 
its bill as previously amended by Senator Vanden- 
berg, and has ready to bring to the floor of the 
Senate, a bill that clearly leaves atomic energy con- 
trol in civilian hands. It will now be up to the 
House Committee to reject the obsolete May-Johnson 
Bill. 

The report is one of great hope. It points out that 
for as far ahead as we now need to see, there is no 
possibility of the production of fissionable material 
on a scale large enough to make explosives or power, 
without the use of uranium. Since uranium is 
found only in a relatively limited number of areas, 
it is possible to think in terms of international control 
of the mining and refining of uranium (and, per- 
haps, as an additional precaution, thorium)—and 
this is what the Committee recommends. Another 
point that makes international control feasible, is 
that the plutonium which is made from uranium, and 
is the material needed for the development of atomic 
energy, can be de-natured, thus becoming impractical 
for the making of atomic explosions. Thus an inter- 
national agency could manufacture plutonium, but 
then so de-nature it that it could be safely given out 
to nations and individuals for use in developing the 
beneficial uses of atomic energy. 

The Committee plan contemplates the establish- 
ment of an international agency, perhaps called the 
Atomic Development Authority, “conducting all 
intrinsically dangerous operations in the nuclear 
field, with individual nations and their citizens free 
to conduct, under license and a minimum of inspec- 
tion, all non-dangerous, or safe, operations.” Such 
an Atomic Development Authority must have au- 
thority to own and lease property and to carry on 


mining, manufacturing, research, licensing, inspect- 
ing, selling, or any other necessary operations. 

The large field of non-dangerous and relatively 
non-dangerous activities would be left in national 
hands. In licensing such non-dangerous activities, 
the authority can provide additional controls which 
further insure the safety of such work. 

The criteria for any adequate plan for security, 
which the Committee used in making its recommen- 
dations, are interesting and significant in showing 
the breadth of vision and careful thinking that went 
into the making of this report. They are: 


(a) any plan must reduce to manageable pro- 
portions the problem of enforcement of an inter- 
national policy against atomic warfare. 

(b) it must be a plan that provides unambig- 
uous and reliable danger signals if a nation takes 
steps that do or may indicate the beginning of 
atomic warfare, signals early enough to permit 
other nations to take appropriate action. 

(c) it must be one that if carried out will pro- 
vide security; but such that if it fails or the whole 
international situation collapses, any nation such 
as the United States will still be in a relatively 
secure position, compared to any other nation. 

(d) it must be one that is not wholly negative, 
suppressive, and police-like; it must be one that 
will tend to develop the beneficial possibilities of 
atomic energy; it should be a plan that looks to 
the promise of man’s future well-being as well as 
to his security. 

(e) it must be able to cope with new dangers; 
it must have flexibility and be readily capable of 
extension or contraction. 

(f) it must involve international action and 
minimize rivalry between nations in the dangerous 
aspects of atomic development. 


Do these criteria set an impossibly high standard? 
The Committee thinks not. Carefully, methodically, 
the report shows why there is reason to believe that 
all can be met. The Committee feels that the plan 
it suggests meets all of these requirements. More- 
over, it is felt that: “when fully in operation the plan 
herein proposed can provide a great measure of 
security against surprise attack. It can do much 


more than that. It can create deterrents to the initia- 
tion of schemes of aggression, and it can establish 
patterns of cooperation among nations, the extension 
_ of which may even contribute to the solution of the 
problem of war itself.” 


Report on Housing Legislation 


Two encouraging steps toward a solution of our 
housing problem were taken in Congress last week. 
The Senate Committee which was considering the 
Patman Bill for emergency housing measures re- 
stored the important provisions of the bill which 
had been removed when it passed in the House. 
The premium payment plan to encourage increased 
production of building materials, ceiling prices on 
existing housing, and guaranteed markets for pro- 
ducers of new materials were included in the bill, 
and it was reported to the Senate for floor considera- 
tion. If the Senate accepts these methods of spurring 
housing production and preventing speculation in 
the sale of houses, a conference committee will 
attempt to work out the differences between the 
House and Senate versions. Public opinion, particu- 
larly from veterans’ groups, has strongly protested 
the House action, so a satisfactory bill may result 
from the conference. 

The second progressive step was the favorable re- 
port of the Senate Banking and Currency Committee 
on the Wagner-Ellender-Taft bill. This measure 
provides a long-range housing policy for the nation. 

Both of these bills are scheduled for early debate 
by the Senate. 


New York Acts on Rent Control 


An interesting example of how state and federal 
law supplement each other is the recent legislation 
passed by New York State in relation to rent control. 
At a time when the continuance of federal price 


control was in doubt, the housing situation in New 
York was sufficiently serious for the state legislature 
to take steps to impose rent control within the state 
to take effect if the national program should be 
ended. Such action is an indication to Congress 
that the public is depending on the protection which 
rent control offers to that large segment of the 
population who does not own its own homes. 


Congress Steps Toward 
Reorganization 


The final report of the Committee on the Organi- 
zation of Congress has been issued after many 
months of discussion in the Committee. As a result, 
its recommendations for streamlining the legislative 
branch were made almost unanimously by a mem- 
bership composed of Democrats and Republicans, 
House members and senators. 

The recommendations are far reaching and pro- 
gressive. They include proposals to reduce the num- 
ber of committees and to facilitate committee work, 
creating of majority and minority policy committees 
to present overall legislative programs, increased 
congressional salaries, improved staff and research 
service, stronger legislative fiscal control, self-rule 
for the District of Columbia, and judicial settlement 
of private claims in order to save congressional time. 

Some of these reforms have general approval while 
others will not prove popular with the individuals 
whose special prerogatives may be diminished by 
the changes. 

It is important, therefore, that Congress act on the 
recommendations as a whole rather than quickly 
passing such measures as higher congressional sal- 
aries, pensions, and more adequate staffs, to the post- 
ponement of more basic reforms. The recommen- 
dations of the Committee are being written into bill 
form, and will be introduced shortly. 
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